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March 10, 2017 

 

To whom it may concern, 

 

I am writing on behalf of Mr. Alan Chan.  I have known him for the past 4-5 years as a student of 

mine at the School of Architecture and Planning, University at Buffalo from which he recently 

graduated with the dual-degrees of Master of Architecture and Master of Urban Planning.  He 

specialized in Urban Design during his graduate programs.  I had the special privilege of serving as his 

primary instructor and advisor during his formative period with us.  Thus, I have ample knowledge 

about him and his professional capacity and the potential as a designer.  

 

Alan has always been a hardworking student dedicating much of his time for his study.  He was a 

“regular member” of his studio.  He was an A student both in my studio and seminar in urban design.  

My recent experience as his supervisor in practice will farther elaborate my point for his potential as 

a good architect/urban designer.  

 

During the summer of 2016, the University at Buffalo Research Institute (of which I am an affiliated 

member in-charge of urban design) recruited Alan to assist us to prepare a final Urban Design 

Master Plan for the redevelopment of the 1800-acre Niagara Opportunity Area (NOA).  Much of the 

area remains vacant or underutilized along the Upper Niagara River.  The highlight of his specific task 

was to prepare for an ambitious aerial rendering showing a sweeping view of the large study area 

from the river.  We appreciate the result of his wok.  Despite of his previous heavy commitment, he 

was instrumental to add the quality of work for the project.  If he had more time, we wanted to have 

him to do more work with us.  

 

I appreciate Alan’s capacity as a young promising designer: he is well rounded and has adequate 

knowledge base and skill sets to operate in demanding planning/design professional environment.  

He has fine design sensibility, perhaps, the most important quality to be a good designer.  I 

particularly want to stress that his skills for visualization have been a huge help to us.  He is a great 

team player.  His capacity to express his thoughts and ideas clearly is very good.  He has a good 
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presentation skill in front of a large audience, not a small task.  I also believe he is prepared to 

advancing his professional career in the future.  I am sure you will enjoy working with him as I did.   

 

In summary, I would like to recommend Alan without any reservations.  I hope you will give him a 

favorable consideration for an entry-level position in your esteemed firm.  If you have any questions, 

please feel free to contact me. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 
 

Hiro Hata 

Associate Professor of Architecture and Urban Design 

Department of Architecture and Department of Urban & Regional Planning: joint-appointment 

Director: MUP Urban Design Specialization 

Core faculty: MARC-UD/GRG; M.S. in Architecture in Urban Design & Real Estate 

Development 

UBRI: Affiliated Faculty/Studio Hiro Hata: Principal Investigator; Principal-in-Charge 
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